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with which he liked to administer shocks to rows of girls holding each other by the hand. He even gave lectures on chemistry and electricity. The following announcement may furnish a taste of his quality at this epoch:
" Grand Exhibition ! Mr. F. Parkman, grateful for receiving, and always desirous of returning the favors of his friends and of the public in general, begs leave to announce, most respectfully, that at the request of a large proportion of the citizens of this ' great metropolis9 he has consented (at a great expense and labor) to Exhibit his truly astonishing, not to say wonderful and amazing exhibition of Phisyoramic Pyrotecnicon I or Pyrric Fires ! Mr. Parkman having studied many years under Maelzel, the original inventor, can assure the public that they are fully equal to his. The performances will comprise, The pyramids and globes, the full sun (this piece cost $200), magic wheel, Transparency of Lord Nelson, etc. The whole to conclude with his powerful magic lantern, containing eighteen glasses comprising elegant and beautiful forms."
Naturally the yonthful instructor drew an audience composed chiefly of his youthful friends and relations, but he attracted also some who were no longer young, and people of good memory testify to the entertaining quality of the boy's demonstrations.
The strength of Parkman's early interest in science is shown by his own words in the following school composition, written in August, 1839. The paper, moreover, has an interest as evidence that the boy was studying the English language to good purpose;